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2011-2012 Wyoming FFA Officer team named

By Jennifer Womack
Cheyenne — It’s called the “hot box” for a reason! Each
year those Wyoming FFA members who have hopes of
joining the Wyoming FFA Convention “sweat it out” in the
hot box, waiting to see if their performance before the nominating committee earns them a spot on the Wyoming State
FFA Officer Team. It’s an emotional, stressful and yet fun
week for those who choose to participate and all are to be
applauded for their commitment to the organization.
As the 2011 Wyoming FFA Convention came to a close on
Thursday, April 7 at the Cheyenne Civic Center candidates
in the hot box arrived at the moment they’d been waiting
for — selection of the 2011-2012 Wyoming FFA Officer

Asher Markworth,
President
Casper FFA

Wyoming FFA's 2011-2012 Officer Team was selected during the recent
Wyoming FFA Convention. The students will serve Wyoming FFA for the
coming year attending multiple FFA events and functions and working
with FFA members from across the state. Kassi Bauman photo

FFA supporters recognized

By Teresa Milner
Cheyenne — Agriculture education teachers, area ranchers, state officials and several Wyoming businesses were
among those honored with the Honorary State FFA
Degree at the 2011 Wyoming State FFA Convention in
April.
The honorary state FFA degree is the highest award
the state association can bestow upon non-members.
Honorees are nominated by the Wyoming Vocational
Agriculture Teachers Association and the state FFA
office and presented with a plaque during a recognition
ceremony at the convention.
“The ag teachers and state officers have the opportunity to nominate people from time to time that go above
and beyond in their support of the FFA programs in their
home communities,” explains State FFA Advisor Ron
Pulse. “The honorary degree is our way of saying thank
you to these businesses and individuals that help FFA
chapters and members succeed.”
Honorary degree recipients Rob and Leslie Hendry of Lysite, Wyo., have been involved in FFA as students, parents, and now as alumni members. “FFA is a
great organization,” says Rob. “I was in FFA in Casper,
See DEGREE Page 6

Cameco, FFA challenge FFA members to serve their communities
by Jennifer Womack
Cheyenne — Wyoming FFA’s 2,053 members from
51 chapters within the state are being called upon to
carry out good deeds in their communities. Through
the Cameco Cowboy State Challenge FFA members
were asked to look around their communities, identify needs and step forward to help meet those needs.
“Earlier this year, with a gift from Cameco
Resources,” explains Wyoming FFA Foundation
President Court Schilt, “we challenged the state’s
FFA chapters to identify areas of need in their communities and partner with the FFA Foundation and
Cameco to carry out projects to meet those needs.
The project is called the Cameco Cowboy State
Challenge.”
“The FFA is an outstanding organization, and
it will be especially exciting to see local members
develop their own projects,” said Paul Goranson,
president of Cameco Resources of Cheyenne, the
nation’s largest uranium producer.
At the University of Wyoming the Collegiate
FFA Chapter is improving the playground facilities at the Albany County Fairgrounds. The project

Learning opportunities enhanced

By Jennifer Womack
Cheyenne — Learning
by Doing, a key philosophy within the FFA program, encourages students to explore new

opportunities and master new skills. The Wyoming FFA Foundation
named one of its newest offerings to chapters
accordingly and is chal-

See TEAM Page 5

lenging agriculture education students and FFA
members across the state
to learn new skills and
grasp the opportunities
they see presented.

Pinedale FFA member Cade Galley uses a laser thermometer to ensure the infrared curing lamp
is set properly to cure a layer of protection added to metal work using the school’s powder coater.
BP, with offices in Farson, helped secure the new curing equipment for the school. Courtesy photo

“Thanks to the help
of Encana Oil and Gas
and other generous sponsors,” says Wyoming
FFA Foundation President Court Schilt, “we’re
able to provide FFA
chapters and agriculture
education students with
a chance to broaden their
horizons.”
An offering made
earlier this year saw the
expansion of metal working equipment in several Wyoming schools.
“New welders, welding helmets, plasma cutters, powder coaters and
infrared curing systems
can help students master the art of metal work
in various forms from
project planning to finishing,” says Wyoming
FFA Foundation Chairman Court Schilt. “An
investment in tools like
these is an investment in
career opportunities for
Wyoming’s young men
and women.”
See LEARN Page 7

is made possible with funds provided by Cameco
and the playground will be dedicated in memory of
nine-year-old Rowdy Smallwood. “Collegiate FFA
members will plan, budget for, install and maintain
the park,” says Collegiate FFA Advisor Kris Brewer.
“This park will stand as a testament to the care that
agriculturalists provide their communities and that
FFA is locally grounded.” The playground project
will be complete in time for the 2011 Albany County
Fair.
In southwest Wyoming’s Bridger Valley members of the Jim Bridger FFA Chapter are encouraging
their community members to make the switch from
plastic to reusable cloth bags. “Our goal is to get 80
percent of our community in the habit of shopping
with recyclable cloth bags,” say members of the Jim
Bridger FFA Chapter in their funding application.
“We will give them a bag and ask for a commitment
to use the bags.”
Buffalo FFA members, with support from Cameco Resources and the FFA Foundation, are establishing a garden near their school. Garden produce
See SERVE Page 4

Little Snake River
named #1 Chapter

By Teresa Milner
Baggs — It took a few seconds
for the words to sink in for the
members of the Little Snake
River FFA Chapter sitting in the
audience at the 2011 Wyoming
FFA Convention. Then, as the
meaning sank in, the students
jumped to their feet and crossed
the stage with proud smiles and just a little bit of
spring in their step.
The Little Snake River FFA Chapter was honored as Wyoming’s top chapter in the 2011 Chapter Awards Program on April 6, 2011, at the Wyoming FFA State Convention in Cheyenne.
“It was such a shock when we heard our names
called,” says Sarah Seiloff. “We weren’t quite sure
we’d heard right! We never dreamed we’d be the
top chapter.”
The Chapter Award Program recognizes FFA
chapters that successfully complete an annual program of activities, a written plan guiding the chapter’s year of service. Each program of activities
includes a series of activities designed to encourage its members to grow as individuals, to work as
part of a team, and to serve others.
The Little Snake River FFA Chapter is part of
the Little Snake River Valley School in Baggs. The
chapter has 61 FFA members.
Member Callie Wilson says they spent hours
See HONOR Page 10
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PREZ
says

It’s that time again
— when I get to share
my thoughts on Wyoming FFA and the FFA
Court Schilt
Foundation. The 2011 FFA Foundation President
Wyoming FFA Convention was in Cheyenne early April and what a convention it was!
The Foundation began the week with our 6th
Annual Convention Welcome Dinner. It was a great
event! We had between 150 and 200 more members
than we’ve served in the past. By some estimates we
fed over 800 students, advisors and chaperones. The
crew from Scotty’s Pizza factory in Cheyenne was
amazing. They kept hot pasta and pizzas coming to
ensure every FFA member had plenty of great food to
eat. For about the same price as a school lunch, FFA
members were served all the pasta, pizza, sub sandwiches, salad and drink they could eat.
Along with the crew from Scotty’s, including
former Cheyenne FFA member Powell Nicodemus, a
few of the dinner sponsors attended the event. Among
them were Sheila Wakefield and Pat Woolington with
Farmers Union Insurance. Several members from the
Cheyenne Kiwanis Club Agriculture Committee also
attended. This group not only donates to the event, but
also provides some great volunteers who help serve
the meal. Did you know that Cheyenne Kiwanis is
the second largest Kiwanis club in the world? That’s
pretty cool. One of the Kiwanis members volunteering at the event was Jack Miller. At 91 years young,
Jack loves helping with the dinner! Thanks again to
our sponsors and volunteers for making this annual
event an ongoing success.
The 2011 Wyoming FFA Convention got underway that same evening at the Cheyenne Civic Center. If you’re ever provided the opportunity to attend
a convention session, I strongly encourage you do
so. The energy, enthusiasm, and professionalism displayed by the state officers and those who help, is
inspiring. I sat in the front row with a camera in hand
and marveled at what the Wyoming FFA Foundation
has helped accomplish this year.
As Foundation members and supporters we are
a key component in supporting more than a dozen
career development contests involving more than
500 FFA members. You’ve sponsored over three
dozen proficiency areas where roughly 100 members were interviewed and awarded prizes according
to their accomplishments. You are a part of the Foundation that has created the Cowboy State Challenge
and the Learning by Doing grant programs. Cameco
Resources and Encana Oil and Gas currently support
these programs. This year, thanks to these sponsors,
Wyoming FFA members had access to over $25,000
to carry out community service projects and extend
educational opportunities. With support from TriState Generation and Transmission we were also able
to properly recognize and applaud the state’s two
newest FFA chapters. Thanks to Voucher Fund dollars, the bulk of which were provided by the Tonkin
Foundation and the Craig and Susan Thomas Foundation, over 49 FFA members now have a new FFA
jacket carrying their own name and highlighting their
successes as an FFA member. There’s reason to celeSee PREZ Page 15
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What A Waste

This technology is not new. It was introduced in
Editor’s Note: Each year FFA members from across
the state prepare speeches on a variety of agricul- the late 1970s, but most farmers saw the technology
tural topics. The top public speakers make their way as extra and unneeded, and it required a large capital
to the early-April Wyoming FFA Convention where investment for the producer. Plus, energy prices simthe top speech in the state is selected based on con- ply weren’t as high as they are now. However tables
tent and delivery. This year’s state champion in the have turned and not only is the idea of biosolid energy
public speaking is Corson Kerbs of Cheyenne. Corson feasible, it’s profitable.
With the growing population and
will represent Wyoming at the 2011
energy demand, biogas will become
National FFA Convention this fall.
a more relevant energy source. Today
This competition takes place with the
there are over a hundred digesters in
support of the Northern Ag Network.
the United States. According to the
Everyone knows what I’m talking
Department of Energy, there are over
about. Whether you’re like me clean7,000 feedlots or dairy farms that
ing out stalls, barns, and trailers for
could use a digester and be profitable
your animals, or a rancher spreading
from it as well. If all these farms were
the stuff on the fields, or even a dairy
to start producing biogas they would
farmer with a huge lagoon of it in his
make enough energy to power over
back yard — it’s all the same, manure.
half of the United States. Not bad for
In agriculture manure is a fact of
something that’s already been prolife, but who would’ve thought that
Corson Krebs
cessed once. (Energy D. o., 2010)
this smelly waste product could be
With all this talk of energy and money, someone
used to produce enough energy to cut our foreign oil
dependence in half? Biomass energy is one of the must wonder whether or not the farms and ranches
most radical forms in the armada of renewable energy get paid to provide the energy. Environment Power,
sources. Today I’m going to share the facts about this the dominant biogas company, sees themselves as gas
new “green energy” and let you make up your mind drillers, and once they get a large farm signed on to
about whether or not manure could be a viable energy provide manure, they have rights to that farm just like
natural gas drillers when they find a gusher. The comsource.
According to a CNN survey, as of January 2010 pany gives the agriculturists the by-products of digesthe U.S. has around 98 million head of cattle, around tion, a more efficient fertilizer and livestock bedding,
60 million hogs, and a poultry population close to as well as a royalty for providing the manure. This
120 million head. Together these animals create over may seem unfair and like the big company is ripping
335 billion tons of dry manure every year. A typical off the farmers and ranchers, but remember they’re
dairy farm with around 2,500 cows produces as much getting paid for manure, not exactly a product where
manure as a town with 411,000 residents. That’s one demand is large!
An anaerobic digester is a large investment, which
big stinking problem.
In a hundred mile radius of Hereford, Texas there is why the EPA launched a program called the BEP
are over one million head of beef cattle and 100,000 (Biomass Energy Program) under AgSTAR. By prohead of dairy cattle. When Panda Ethanol built a $120 viding grants and tax deductions, the program motimillion ethanol plant in the heart of cattle country they vates farmers and feedlot owners to upgrade their
announced that instead of burning expensive natural odor and environmental standards. Even with the
gas they would use an even more natural power to run grants, digesters can be too expensive for many who
the plant — manure. These cows at Hereford, Texas struggle to make ends meet without fancy energy genwill help power the plant that will produce 100 mil- erators.
The simplest form of biosolid energy is incredilion gallons of methane gas yearly. The Panda plant
may be making headlines, but Texas has several more bly easy. Dairy farmers have started placing a floating cover over their lagoons, capturing the methane
plants of similar and larger sizes.
The Huckabay Ridge plant was one of the first released from decomposing manure. This cover capplants in the United States. The plant has eight anaer- tures the gas and is then pumped to a generator that
obic digester tanks that can process 916,000 gallons uses the gas to produce electricity. The cover can cost
of manure each. The plant can produce enough bio- a quarter of what a digester does and produce enough
gas to power 10,000 homes yearly. This biogas is puri- electricity to pay for itself within ten years. In this
fied, compressed, and fed into a natural gas pipeline form, each cow’s daily manure contribution produces
destined for Austin, Texas. The leftover waste can be enough energy to power a 100-watt light bulb for a
used as a nutrient-rich fertilizer and, when dried, can day. About a hundred cows would produce enough
be used as a livestock feed additive. Unlike biodiesel, energy daily to power the average home with addibiogas is extremely cost efficient to make and may be tional power generated and available to market to the
the cheapest renewable energy source yet and this cat- energy companies. (Energy D. o., 2010)
If all the animal waste produced in the United
tle based biosolid energy is extremely efficient, with a
75% conversion rate. But just like the meat, different States was used to produce energy it would reduce
our dependence on foreign oil substantially. Not only
animals produce different results. (EPA, 2008)
So what animal has the most productive manure? would it be producing enough energy to power more
Poultry litter is the most energy dense manure yet. than half of the United States, but it would precent
Results from a U.S. Department of Energy test show 18% of the greenhouse gases produced in the United
that a typical poultry operation with 275,000 head can States from entering the atmosphere.
It is our job as FFA members and agriculturists
produce four tons of manure daily. A full-scale, twophase anaerobic digester can convert this waste into to spread the word about this energy source. If our
460,000 cubic feet of methane gas. That’s the equiva- leaders learn how much energy we can produce with
lent of three megawatts of electricity, which is enough biosolids, without using energy to make it, saving the
to power the average home for a month. The best news environment from green house gasses and over ferabout all of this is not only poultry producers have tilization, it would be one of the greatest agricultural
a way to power their operations, and maybe become advancements in our history.
As I clean the last of the manure out of the trailer
totally self-sufficient, but also this new energy is
nearly eight times more efficient than biodiesel with and scrape the remnants off my Bogs, I think to myself
— maybe this isn’t such a waste after all.
poultry litter being converted at 90 percent.

It’s Happening In

Send your FFA dates to
womack@wyoming.com
or 307-351-0730

June 1

WY MING FFA

National Officer Applications due in
State Office
June 6-10 WVATA Summer Conference, Laramie
June 15-19 Session 1 of the 2011 Wyoming FFA
Leadership Camp
June 21-25 Session 2 of the 2011 Wyoming FFA
Leadership Camp June 20-23
NLCSO, Cody
June TBA State FFA Leadership Camp, Lander
July 1
National FFA Band and Chorus applications due
July 15
National chapter applications due, Indy

July 15

National proficiency applications
due, IndyAug. 13-20 Wyoming State
Fair, Douglas
Aug. 16
Cowboy Chuck and Chip Golf – Tournament held by the Wyoming Natural
Resource Foundation and the Wyoming FFA Foundation, Douglas
Sept. 17
2011 Blue Jeans and Black Tie Ball,
Worland
Oct. 19-22 National FFA Convention

Support Wyoming FFA • Call 866-333-3838
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FFA BRIEFS
Texas Roadhouse, FFA partner

Cheyenne — In celebration of National FFA Week,
Texas Roadhouse of Cheyenne teamed up with the
Wyoming FFA Foundation to raise funds
for the blue and gold.
“An outstanding
restaurant and community supporter, Texas
Roadhouse invited us to their restaurant to sell a pork
lunch with the proceeds benefitting Wyoming FFA,”
said Court Schilt following the February event.
“They prepared the food and FFA members helped
serve and sell tickets. Cheyenne’s FFA Chapters as
well as the Pine Bluffs FFA Chapter helped make this
event a success.”
Response to the inaugural fundraiser with Texas
Roadhouse was impressive. The Wyoming FFA Foundation estimates that over 60 individuals volunteered
for the dinner that raised over $3,500. Adding to the
event’s success was a sponsorship from the Wyoming
Pork Producers. Plans are already being considered
for a similar event to be held in 2012 with hopes of
expanding to other communities where Texas Roadhouse may add new restaurants.

Sutter wins scooter

e
th

Indianapolis, Ind. –
Twelve of the nation’s
premier
agriculture
students were recently
selected for the 2011
International
Collegiate Agricultural
Leadership (I-CAL)
Program. These students were required to complete an application
and answer numerous essay questions regarding
their understanding and thoughts on international
trade and marketing. They will travel to Panama
and Columbia May 15–27, 2011 to study international grain marketing and trade and global agriculture.
Among the students selected was Andrew Carpenter, a student at the University of Wyoming.
During the program, they will visit many different South American agricultural operations,
including grain inspecting facilities, fruit/vegetable production farms, livestock operations, and
open air grain, meat and animal markets. The
tours are designed to help the students—all who
plan to pursue careers in the agriculture industry
— understand current international trade and cultural issues and gain awareness of how international markets for agricultural products operate.

Blue Jeans & Black Tie planned
Worland — The Wyoming FFA
Foundation has teamed up with
the Worland FFA Chapter and is
making plans to jointly host the
2011 Blue Jeans and Black Tie
Ball. The event will take place
on Sept. 17 at Worland’s new
museum facilities.
Justin Mills of Billings,
Mont., who manages the NILE
and is an alumni of Wyoming
FFA, will serve as keynote speaker. The event will
include dinner, dancing, a silent auction and a live auction.
If you’re interested in sponsoring this year’s event,
acquiring tickets or donating an item for the auction,
please contact Jennifer Womack at 307-351-0730 or
jen@wyoffafoundation.com.

Golf tournament Aug. 16

Douglas — The Wyoming FFA Foundation and the
Natural Resource Foundation are teaming up again in
2011 to host the 2nd Annual Cowboy Chuck & Chip
Golf Tournament. The tournament will take place on
Aug. 16 in Douglas in conjunction with the 2011 Wyoming State Fair & Rodeo.
“We were very pleased with the response in 2010,”
says Jennifer Womack, FFA Foundation Executive
Director. “We’re excited to see what 2011 brings as the
tournament continues growing. We’ve already had teams
entering and expect to fill the course again this year.”
Those interested in sponsoring the event or entering the tournament are encouraged to contact Womack
at 307-351-0730 or jen@wyoffafoundation.com or Bobbie Frank, Executive Director of the Wyoming Natural
Resource Foundation, at 307-632-5716. Sponsors are
recognized in both organizations’ publications, online, at
the event and at other opportunities throughout the year.

Convention dinner a success
Cheyenne — It’s estimated
that over 800 students, advisors
and their supporters attended
the 2011 Convention Welcome
Dinner in Cheyenne on the
opening Monday of the 2011
Wyoming FFA Convention.
“Those who have helped
with the dinner since it started
six years ago said this was our
largest event to date,” says Jennifer Womack, Wyoming FFA
Foundation Executive Director. “We can’t say enough
positive about the quality service provided by Scotty’s Pizza of Cheyenne and the outstanding volunteers
from the Cheyenne Kiwanis Ag Committee.”
Each year FFA members are welcomed to town
with free pizza, pasta, subs, salads and beverages.
The Foundation is able to hold the event because
of sponsors like Farmers’ Union Insurance, Cheyenne Frontier Days, Pacific Power, the Casper FFA
Alumni, Cheyenne Kiwanis Ag Committee and Bill
and Judy Johnson. The event provides students a
chance to visit with their friends from across the
state and relax following a day of competitions.
“Thanks to outstanding supporters and the quality service offered by Scotty’s this event just keeps
getting better,” says Womack.

UW AnimAl Science

Blu
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Wyoming FFA
FoundAtion

d g ol d

Bulls for

Cheyenne — Late 2010 Cheyenne-based Spradley Motors donated a scooter to help raise funds
for the Andrea Lohr Live By Faith
Scholarship. During the recent Wyoming FFA Convention the raffle tickets were combined and the winning
ticket drawn.
Bonny Sutter of Casper won the
scooter after purchasing a ticket from Wyoming FFA
Foundation member Val Andreen, also of Casper.
FFA donors and supporters have pooled over $4,000
this spring to support the Andrea Lohr Live By Faith
Scholarship. Ron and Julie Rabou of Cheyenne
launched the program with the first scholarship presented at the recent Wyoming FFA Convention.

Wyo’s Carpenter selected

The Wyoming FFA Foundation would like to thank
the following participants in the 2011 Bulls for the
Blue and Gold Program.

Ryan Neiman - Neiman 77 Ranch
Kevin & Jackie Nickel - G Bar H Angus
Juan and Joni Reyes - M.R. Angus Ranch
George Ochsner & Sons
Jim & Jamie Jensen - Lucky 7 Angus
Waldon & Buttons York - WEBO Angus
Jennifer Reyes-Burr - M.R. Angus Ranch
Laura Bucholz - Cuba Libre, LLC

College of Agriculture & Natural Resources
OPPORTUNITY AWAITS YOU...

THE STUDENT

We are excited about all of the good things going on in Animal Science!
We apply land-grant principles of learning, discovery and engagement
for the benefit of students, consumers and clientele associated with
animal agriculture. In the past couple of years, our research
productivity and relevance has been ranked 7th and 8th, respectively,
in national comparisons of Departments of Animal Science.

For Students We Offer:
OptiOns in AnVs mAjOr:
• Animal Biology
• Business
• Communication
• Meat Science & Food Technology
• Pre-Veterinary Medicine
• Production
• Range Livestock

ExtrAcurriculAr ActiVitiEs:
• Academic Quadrathlon
• Block and Bridle Club
• Collegiate FFA
• Collegiate 4-H
• Food Science Club
• Livestock, Meat & Horse Judging
• Pre-Vet Club

ConCurrent major with ag ed • graduate study opportunities
internship opportunities • sCholarship assistanCe

For more information please contact us!

phone: (307) 766-2224
Email: animalscience@uwyo.edu
Website: www.uwyo.edu/Anisci/

university of Wyoming
Animal science Dept. 3684
1000 E. university Ave.
laramie, wy 82071

University of Wyoming
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FFA BRIEFS
WLC scholarships awarded

Cheyenne — Tri-State Generation and Transmission along
with Basin Electric sponsored
four Washington Leadership
Conference
scholarships.
These scholarships were open
to upcoming sophomore and junior FFA members.
This year Tri-State Generation donated $2,500
to help three FFA members attend the WLC conference in Washington D.C. Kellee King is
the recipient of one of
Tri-State WLC scholarships. Kellee is from the
Casper FFA Chapter and
has hopes of becoming a
state FFA officer and an
equine veterinarian. Kellee says FFA has built
her confidence in teachKellee King
ing others the importance
of agriculture and developing her communication
skills.
Basin Electric also donated a WLC scholarship in the amount of $1,000. Rachel Purdy from
the Pine Bluffs FFA is this year’s recipient. Rachel
has a strong goat production SAE and hopes to
pursue a career in veterinary science focusing on
large animals. Rachel says
she looks forward to every
opportunity she receives
to zip up her FFA jacket
and FFA has made her a
better leader.
Rachel Purdy
The Foundation will
award two more WLC scholarships in partnership with Tri-State Generation and Transmission.
Please find the WLC scholarship application on
our website at www.wyoffafoundation.com under
the scholarship link. These applications are due
May 15.

Hulett FFA receives trailer

Newcastle — Shorty Engessor and Mark Braun of Newcastle Motors recently donated a stock trailer to Devils
Tower FFA in Hulett. Students at Hulett High School
plan to refurbish the trailer that will be used to transport
livestock and other projects belonging to members of
the Devils Tower FFA.
“We really appreciate the support these fellows
have given our program,” said Hulett Agriculture Educator and Devils Tower FFA Advisor Jim Pannell.

Beef advocates recruited
Cheyenne — We face a difficult challenge in the beef
industry. The anti-animal agriculture activist community
is hard at work raising concerns about the impact of beef
production on the environment, the treatment of animals
in food production, the role of beef in a healthy diet and
the safety of the products we produce. They are passionate, vocal and well-funded.
But we have a great story to tell. Cattlemen and
women work hard every day to be good stewards of the
land and their animals in providing safe and nutritious beef
for America’s dinner tables. We need to be equally passionate and vocal in telling our story.
That’s what the Masters of Beef Advocacy (MBA)
program is about…equipping cattlemen across the country to tell their story in presentations to schools and church/
civic groups, through local media and in the “virtual”
world of the Internet.
MBA candidates are required to complete six online
courses in beef advocacy. As an MBA graduate, you will
be invited to join the Masters of Beef Advocacy Alumni
Association – a virtual community for MBA graduates
to log your advocacy activity and share stories with fellow MBA graduates, as well as download the latest talking points, fact sheets and presentations you need to be
“everyday advocates.” This can be as simple as talking
to friends, family and neighbors. Graduates also will be
equipped to with tools to reach out to broader audiences in
their communities.
FFA members are eligible to complete MBA training and can obtain additional information by contacting
the Wyoming Beef Council at 307-777-7396 or wybc@
qwest.net.

SERVE continued from Page 1
will be used in the school lunch program, sold at
an area farmer’s market and donated to a local
food pantry. Pumpkins grown in the patch will be
donated to the Boys and Girls Club. Buffalo FFA
Advisor Jake Evans says a survey conducted by the
students revealed that only ten percent of the student body is familiar with gardening. While growing the produce Evans and the Buffalo FFA Chapter
members hope to see students become more aware
of gardening opportunities.
“This is just a sampling of the good deeds FFA
members are carrying out with support from Cameco,” says Schilt. “While helping their communities
the students are learning the good feelings associated with volunteerism and that they truly can make
a positive difference in others’ lives.”
A second installment of the Cameco Cowboy
State Challenge will be issued to Wyoming FFA
members Fall 2011. “We’re excited to see what
FFA members can accomplish with a little financial
support and encouragement,” says Schilt.

Cow nutrition highlighted

Hulett — Early March 2011 students at Hulett High
School, some who belong to the Devils Tower FFA,
received a lesson in beef cattle nutrition and the bovine
digestive system.
“The Hulett Vo Ag shop was temporarily converted
into a large animal veterinary clinic,” says Hulett
Agriculture Educator and FFA Advisor Jim Pannell.
Dr. Kenny Barrett from the Belle Fourche Vet Clinic
installed a cannula in the rumen of a cow donated by
Ryan Neiman of Neimans 77 Ranch. Approximately
60 students attended the classes where Dr. Barrett,
assisted by Neiman, offered lessons in bovine digestion.
“A cannula,” explained Pannell, “is a device that
is inserted into the rumen for removal of fluid for
data. The purpose of this cannula is to allow students
to study the bacteria and protozoa that do most of the
digestion of feeds for the cow.”
The cow will be housed at Neimans’ 77 Ranch
until school livestock facilities currently under construction are complete. Fed a variety of hay, grass,
grain, vitamin and minerals, students will have an
opportunity to learn the value of different feeds when
fed to cattle. Pannell hopes the students become more
competent “on-the-ranch nutritionists” as a result of
the lessons.

Cowboy Chuck and Chip Four Man Golf Scramble
Held in conjunction with State Fair • Aug 16, 2011 • 2 p.m. • Douglas Community Golf Club
• Held in conjunction with the Wyo. State Fair
• Pre-register at 307.351.0730
• Pick your team or we can also help you
find teammates

Wheatland • Torrington • Casper

• Two mulligans at $5 each available during
registration
• You’ll be allowed to throw, “chuck,” your ball
one time
• Dinner provided following the tournament
• Prizes awarded to the top four teams

Meeteetse
Conservation

Lungren Land &
Cattle Company

• Open to all ages

Thanks to our 2011 Dinner Sponsors!

District

Robert & Denise
Herman

There’s still time to associate your group or
business with two of Wyoming’s finest
non-profit Foundations! Call Bobbie Frank at
307-632-5716 (e-mail waocd@tribcsp.com) or
Jennifer Womack at 307-351-0730
(jen@wyoffafoundation.com).

Proceeds benefit the Wyoming FFA
Foundation and the Wyoming Natural Resource Foundation Olin Sims
Endowment

Support Wyoming FFA • Call 866-333-3838
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TEAM continued from Page 1
Team. We recently caught
up with a few of them to
learn how FFA helped them
and the goals they have
for their year of service to
Wyoming FFA.
Without FFA, says FFA
President Asher Markworth
of Casper, “I would have
never been pushed to be the
best version of myself. This
organization helped show
me the value in setting and
working towards goals.”
With a successful history
in the program, Asher says
FFA helped him become
more confident and commit
to his goals. “The friends I
have made are extremely
valuable to me and I look
forward to meeting more
people around the state that
share my same passion for
this amazing organization.“
Vice President Courtney
Yelton of Laramie credits FFA with helping her
find her true individual and
reach her potential over the
course of her high school
career. “I have changed

a lot through my time in
FFA,” says Courtney. “I
started out very shy and
quiet, but by the end of high
school I became the person
I always wanted to be.”
Courtney says, “I want to
help Wyoming FFA members become the people
they want to be and live
their lives with integrity,
service and dedication at
the core.” Optimism lies
at the heart of Courtney’s
second goal. “Attitudes are
contagious and if I can get
someone to start seeing the
glass half full, then other
people may see it half full
as well.”
Third Vice President Tanner Nauta of Douglas,
like Courtney, credits FFA
with helping him discover
his true self and be proud
of who he is and what he
stands for. FFA, says Tanner, beginning with his first
Wyoming FFA Leadership
Camp, helped him decide
who he wanted to be and do
so with pride. “ I no longer

Courtney Yelton,
Vice President
Snowy Range FFA

Jac Klaahsen,
2 Vice President
Buffalo FFA
nd

had to guess on who I was
or where I fit in,” shares
Tanner. “I knew that I was
Tanner Nauta and I was an
aggie who belonged to the
National FFA Organization.” Through his service
as an officer Tanner says he
hopes he can be a positive
role model like past state
officers have been for him.
“I’m really passionate about
FFA and what it stands for,”
says Molly McCray, the
organization’s new secretary and a native of Powell. “I want to share that as
much as I can and inspire
members and non-members like past state officers
inspired me.”
“As an individual,” says
Molly, “FFA has taught
me several things including self-confidence. FFA
taught me how to be comfortable in my own skin and
to inspire others with my
personality and by being a
positive role model. I can
confidently say that I like
who I am and FFA did that
Bradon Marshall,
Treasurer
Riverton FFA

Abbey Davidson,
Reporter
Encampment FFA

Tanner Nauta,
3rd Vice President
Douglas FFA

Jessica Olson,
Sentinel
Devils Tower FFA

Molly McCray,
Secretary
Powell FFA

Faith Hoffman,
Parliamentarian
Wind River
(Pavillion) FFA

Roundup
Wyoming Livestock

®
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for me.” Molly hopes to be
part of an officer team that
leaves a legacy in Wyoming
FFA, inspiring future state
officer teams to excel.
“I decided to run for a state
office because of the past
state officers that have
made an impact on me,”
says Bradon Marshall, the
2011-2012 Treasurer from
Riverton. “Past state officers like Ty McNamee,
Marti Brown and Catlin
Caines have became more
than just friends, but role
models. I wanted to follow
in their footsteps to become
a leader and make the same
influence on others as they
made on me.”
Bradon says, “As an FFA
officer I plan to meet many
new people. In doing so I
plan to do my best to inspire
them to do new things,
develop their leadership
skills, and set goals for the
future. Making the biggest
positive difference on individuals as a leader of Wyoming FFA is my biggest
goal.”
“FFA has helped me
become well rounded in
public speaking, has given
me adequate knowledge
about the ag industry, has
helped me create a few ties
to others that would not
have been created without
this organization, and has
also helped me become a
better at reasoning,” says
Abbey Davidson, the new
reporter from Encampment.
“I decided to run for an
office because I knew that
FFA is very important to
me and I want to influence

others in a positive way, in
the same way that past state
officers have influenced
me. I know that some youth
today do not have any outstanding individuals to look
up to, and I want to make up
for that, if at all possible.”
“To put it simply, FFA
changed my life,” says Jessica Olson, the new sentinel from Hulett. “It gave
me something to work
towards all throughout my
high school career. I have
improved my leadership
skills and my ability to
communicate, all thanks to
the FFA. It instilled a good

work ethic into me, and also
a newfound knowledge for
agriculture. Along with this
knowledge came an appreciation for the industry.”
During her term as a Wyoming FFA Officer Jessica
hopes to spread the excitement about Wyoming FFA
to new and future members.
No doubt Wyoming FFA is
in good hands for the coming year. Good luck to these
young leaders as they set
out to spread FFA’s positive
word and inspire their fellow FFA members to fully
grasp the opportunities the
organization has to offer.

BP America
Supporting the
Youth of Wyoming
Jonah Operation Center
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DEGREE continued from Page 1
and both of our sons were
members of the Shoshoni
FFA and received their
American FFA Degrees.
Many of today’s leaders
in agriculture have an FFA
background. It teaches
you about parliamentary
procedure, leadership and
character. FFA has been
good to us, so we give
back in any way we can.”
Wyoming presented
twenty-two honorary degrees. In addition, the state
FFA officers’ parents were
also recognized for their
contributions to the association.
“This is exciting, and
a big honor for us,” said
Maxine Weaver of Weaver
Ranches, who was being
honored along with her
sisters Susan and Mourine
Weaver for their support
of the championship livestock judging teams. “All
three of us were some of
the first women to become
involved in vocational

agriculture and FFA as
high school students. It’s
exciting to think that now,
all these years, later, the
three of us are receiving an
award for helping today’s
FFA members.”
2011 Honorary Degree
Recipients
Jake Berg was a
member of the Burns FFA
and served as the 20082009 State Parliamentarian. Since his year as
a state officer, Berg has
served the association as
an intern at the state FFA
convention, working backstage and providing audio,
video and technical expertise to the convention.
Robert and Leslie Hendry operate Clear
Creek Cattle Company in
Lysite, Wyo. Rob began
his involvement in the FFA
as a member of the Casper
FFA chapter. He went
on to serve as the Wyoming State FFA Secretary, and is now a Natrona

BROWN
company

County
Commissioner,
while Leslie is active with
the Natrona County CowBelles and the Wyoming
CattleWomen. Both are
active supporters of the
Shoshoni FFA chapter and
members of the Shoshoni
FFA Alumni Association,
where Leslie serves as the
treasurer.
Brian Cox has been
the FFA advisor for the
Pine Bluffs FFA chapter for the last three years.
This year one of his students, Rachel Purdy, was
named the state champion
extemporaneous
public
speaker.
Dave and Cindy Denton are long-time Thermopolis residents and the
owners of White House
Country Store. The Dentons hold feeding and
showing workshops for
Hot Springs County 4-H
and FFA members, assist
the Thermopolis FFA with
fundraisers and buy several junior livestock projects each year at county
fair.

Brown Company is proud to serve Wyoming
agriculture and proud to support Wyoming FFA!
See us for all of your Ag and Construction Equipment Needs!
Wheatland, Wyo.
705 16th Street
307.322.2525

riverton, Wyo.
705 16th Street
307.857.7037

torrington, Wyo.
900 e. valley rd.
866.532.2426

Visit us online at www.GoBrownCo.Com

Encana Oil & Gas
joined forces with the
Wyoming FFA Foundation several years ago to
provide financial support for many new foundation programs. Since
2008, Encana Oil & Gas
has donated over $50,000
to FFA chapters for chapter grant programs, educational expenses, scholarships and the state convention. Recently the Foundation used the funds from
Encana and other donors
for the Learning by Doing
program, providing welding equipment, fabrication
equipment and a school
barn to local FFA chapters.
Brittany Epler was
the 2006-2007 Wyoming
State FFA President. Since
serving as a state officer, Epler has assisted at
the state convention scoring career development
events. She also served
as the coach for the 2011
Snowy Range FFA agriculture sales team.
For more than a
decade Farm Credit Services of America has supported the Wyoming FFA
by sponsoring the keynote speaker at the state
FFA convention, bringing
in notable speakers such
as Rulon Gardner, Rick
Rigsby and Aaron Davis
to share their inspirational message with members. Farm Credit employees serve as judges for the
agriculture issues, agriculture sales and marketing
plan career development
events. Each year, the
company provides more
than $100,000 in sponsorships to FFA and 4-H
members in Wyoming,
South Dakota, Iowa and
Nebraska.
Lindsey Gee was a
Lander FFA member and
the 1995-1996 State FFA
Vice President. Today,
she helps organize the free
convention welcome dinner for more than 800 FFA
members, helping advisors and member start their
convention week off with
food, fun and friendship.
Rebecca George is
the agriculture education
teacher and FFA advisor
in Lovell. George started
teaching in Lovell in 2008,
and now teaches agriculture, physical science and
chemistry.
Sara Haines was the
State Second Vice President in 2008-2009. She

has volunteered backstage
at the FFA convention for
the last two years, organizing awards for members
and sponsors.
James Halverson is
the FFA Advisor in Sundance. He served as a
South Dakota state officer
in 1999-2000. Previously,
Halverson taught in Belle
Fourche, South Dakota,
and served on the South
Dakota FFA Foundation
board before bringing his
talents to Wyoming.
Gary Huxtable’s FFA
experience goes back to his
time in the Douglas FFA
chapter. Now Huxtable
supports the Shoshoni
FFA, chaperoning chapter
events, providing livestock
for judging and serving as
the FFA alumni president.
Governor Matt Mead
couldn’t attend the convention to accept his award,
but encouraged members
to continue striving for
excellence as leaders in the
agriculture industry in a
letter addressed to convention goers. Mead grew up
on his family’s ranch near
Jackson. He continues to
show his support for FFA
and agriculture education.
Jim D. Neiman is the
Vice President and CEO of
Neiman Enterprises, Inc.
He is the third generation
in his family to work in
the forest products industry. His grandfather, A.C.
Neiman, started a sawmill
in the Black Hills in 1936,
and his dad, Jim S. Neiman,
is still actively involved in
the family’s ranch and timber businesses at the age of
80. Neiman and Neiman
Enterprises has been very
supportive of the Devils Tower FFA, providing
supplies for shop products, attending FFA functions and bidding regularly
at the annual FFA labor
auction and Crook County
Junior Livestock Sale.
Wendy Pollock is the
agriculture teacher and
FFA advisor at CY Middle School in Casper. She
started the program at CY
in 2007, which has seen
tremendous growth over
the last three years. Pollock also served as the
advisor in Glendo from
1999 to 2006.
Greg and Robin
Schamber are supporters of the Wyoming FFA
Foundation. Greg is the
lead regulatory analyst
for Encana Oil & Gas in

the Jonah Field near Pinedale, Wyo., and sits on the
FFA Foundation’s board
of directors. In fall 2010,
the Schambers donated
a rifle to the Foundation
that helped raise more than
$1,000 to benefit members.
Shawn Stephens is
the head manager for Stallion Oilfield Services in
Riverton. He is a great
supporter of the Fremont
County Fair as well as any
other events hosted by the
chapter. Stallion Oilfield
Services also sponsors the
Riverton summer jackpot
pig show.
Cody Talbott is a
past state FFA officer who
works as the manager of
the Thor-Barden Ranch
near Laramie. He serves
as the beef superintendent
in Albany County and is a
past member of the Albany
County Fair Board. Talbott
is an active supporter of
the Snowy Range FFA and
regularly assists in the beef
barn at the Wyoming State
Fair.
Sisters Susan, Mourine and Maxine Weaver
own and operate the
Weaver Ranch, raising
quality seedstock in Colorado and Wyoming. The
Weaver Ranch is a longtime supporter of the
champion livestock judging team, donating funds
each year to help the team
defray the costs of attending the National FFA Convention.
Bryan Wilson began
assisting with scoring
the state FFA convention’s career development
events while a student at
LCCC. For the last six
years, Bryan has run the
CDE tabulation room. He
also volunteers his time as
the farm business management coach for the Snowy
Range FFA chapter.
Jennifer Womack is
a former member of Sundance FFA. As a field
reporter and editor for
the Wyoming Livestock
Roundup, Womack helped
publicize the many successes of FFA and agriculture education. She also
served on the Wyoming
FFA Leadership Camp
board of directors. Today,
Womack is the executive
director of the Wyoming
FFA Foundation, providing
leadership and fundraising
efforts in support of members and local chapters.
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While we’re the largest community bank in
the area, we’re still small and regional, born
and raised here just like you.

Ag Lending
•

Out here,

a handshake
still counts.

Ag_WSF_4.7x8_0411.indd 1

4/25/2011 11:08:39 AM

FIBR090331LR09WyFFA.indd 13

operating loans

•

equipment loans

•

livestock loans

•

long-term Real estate loans

•

Farmer Mac loans

Neighbors helping neighbors in the place we call home.
www.firstinterstate.com
Member FDIC. Equal Housing Lender.

10/28/09 5:32:09 PM

Mer
FIBR
Wyo
Spo
Size
Col
Wyo
New

Support Wyoming FFA • Call 866-333-3838

By Teresa Milner
Pinedale — A love of cattle and horses and strong
family roots helped Laney
Johnston of the Pinedale
FFA chapter become the
Wyoming FFA Association’s 2011 State Star
Farmer.
Johnston
began
developing her own red
Angus cattle herd at the
age of nine, with a single cow. Each year, she
would keep every heifer

Laney Johnston

Pinedale’s Johnston named State Star Farmer

born in her herd and purchase additional replacement females. Today, at
18, Johnston has 17 bred
cows, 12 replacement
heifers and one bull. She
uses artificial insemination to raise her own show
cattle, which she markets to local 4-H and FFA
members. Johnston assists
her family with their haying operation, where she is
responsible for irrigation,
raking, baling and delivery. She also raises and
trains horses and assists
her family with their haying operation.
Johnston was one of
five finalists competing for the award at
the Wyoming State
FFA Convention, held
April 4-6, 2011, in
Cheyenne. The award
recognizes
students
for their outstanding
agricultural skills and

competencies. Nominees
were chosen by a panel
of agriculture education
teachers and selected by
the Wyoming FFA state
officer team. Johnston
credits her agriculture
background for her strong
work ethic and morals.
“Growing up in agriculture, and living the
good and the bad every
day, is by far the largest impact to who I am
today,” Johnston says.
The state star farmer
award, given each year at
the state FFA convention,
is the highest award the
Wyoming FFA bestows on
its members. The award
recognizes the top student
in production agriculture
in the state, as it has for
more than 50 years. It’s an
honor, and lifestyle, Johnston is proud to be associated with.
“Raising and showing

cattle has taught me more
about financial understanding and the reality of
life,” says Johnston. “You
learn the importance of
honesty and responsibility, and you create a sense
of pride for yourself and
what you have created.”
Johnston places special emphasis on the future
of her cattle, as well as
that of those showmen and
producers who will follow.
“I make sure the members who buy my cattle are
equipped to properly care
for them and are com-

mitted to learning how to
show and market the animals to the best of their
ability,” Johnston says.
She said she participates
in local fitting clinics and
helps younger members
understand the hard work
that goes into raising a
quality animal.
In addition to livestock production, Johnston is a ten-year 4-H
member, and participates
in livestock judging, horse
judging,
parliamentary
procedure and alpine ski
racing. She is the daugh-
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ter of Thomas and Cassy
Johnston.
“No matter what program hat Laney is wearing, she is truly dedicated
to helping others, working
hard and putting forth her
best effort,” Robin Schamber, UW/Sublette County
4-H Educator, says in a
letter she wrote for Johnston’s application.
Johnston plans to
attend college and become
a teacher. She hopes to one
day also coach ski racing
and continue in cattle production and horse training.

LEARN continued from Page 1
A donation from
BP, with offices in Farson, was directed toward
securing an infrared curing system for the Pinedale FFA Chapter. “The
powder coating system is
used to put a hard, durable finish on metal projects,” says Rex Hamner, Pinedale FFA Advisor and Ag Educator. “In
Pinedale, we use it with
our PlasmaCam Machine
and powder coat signs,
hitch covers, lamps
and more. The metal is
sanded and wiped with
paint thinner to remove
the oils applied at the
factory. We then shoot
a powder coat over the
object and bake the powder at 400 degrees for 15
minutes to cure it.”
“I’m proud to be
part of a group that sees
the importance of helping students master
new skills,” says Schilt.
“Even better yet is the
opportunity to work with
sponsors who understand
the value behind ensuring students have the
opportunity to develop
marketable skills and
leave high school wellprepared for the numerous opportunities that lie
ahead.”
With support from
the Learning by Doing
program, Devils Tower
FFA in Hulett is establishing a vocational
training center where
students can learn about
livestock, animal health
and more. The facility
will allow a greater number of local students to
raise and show livestock.
In addition to the initial
Learning by Doing grant
allocation offered via
the Foundation, Powder River Energy of Sundance recently donated
additional funds to see
this project become reality.
Students at Kaycee
High School who belong
to the Kaycee FFA are
making improvements
to their community barn,
a facility that’s used
by several young people in the area to house

their livestock projects.
“We want to purchase a
sheep trimming chute,
hog panels and a space
heater,” says Rosemary
McGivney, the Kaycee FFA Chapter Advisor. “We are planning
to build a wash rack
and will need to purchase concrete and water
hook-ups.” In 2010 Kaycee FFA members earned
the coveted title of #1
FFA Chapter because
of their ability to work
hard and set and achieve
goals individually and as
a group.
With support from
the Wyoming Pork Producers,
students
at
Southeast FFA in Yoder
will soon have the opportunity to participate in
a swine project using a
portable swine hut. “The
hut and pen are on their
own trailer and provide
a family all they need
for this project,” says
Southeast FFA Advisor
Jay Clapper. “The student will get a bred sow,
sponsored by the Southeast FFA. They take care
of the animal and when

she farrows it is mandatory they call the advisor. I come out and teach
them how to process
the piglets. After eight
weeks they give back
the sow and keep all the
babies.”
“Mastering
new
skills or carrying out a
successful project helps
students
experience
success,” says Schilt.
“Through projects like
these we can help Wyoming FFA members
identify those things
they’re really good at
and encourage them to
set and achieve goals
that will serve them lifelong.”
A second installment
of the Learning by Doing
funds will be issued to
Wyoming FFA chapters
Fall 2011. The program
also enjoys the support
of Wyoming’s Vermillion Ranch, the Durham
Buffalo Ranch and the
Herbst family. “We’re
excited to see what learning opportunities Wyoming FFA members are
prepared to grasp in the
fall,” says Schilt.
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agriculturally based income-producing projects. Loan are limited to a maximum of
$5000.
Contact your local Farm Service Agency office or call: (307) 261-5231
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Building Leaders
for Tomorrow
Noble Energy salutes the work of the Wyoming FFA Foundation as it helps to develop the personal and career
skills of students studying agriculture. FFA’s work with these students ensures Wyoming will have continued
leadership for sustaining and growing its agricultural business throughout the state.

Conducting our business with integrity, respect and high standards
of health, safety and environmental stewardship.

Support Wyoming FFA • Call 866-333-3838
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2011 Wyoming FFA Champions

Sponsors: Wyoming
Rural Electric Association
and the Wyoming
Association of
Conservation Districts

Sponsor: University of
Wyoming College of
Agriculture and Drs.
Tom & Donna Whitson

Champion Environment & Natural Resources Team,
Meeteetse FFA
Jeffrey Allen, Advisor Joey Johnson, Clayton Webster,
Jessica Maurer and Sheana Guthrie

Champion Agronomy Team, Casper FFA
Melissa Haygood, Stormie Russell, Heather Loraas,
Lauren Hedges with advisor Brock Burch

®
Photos
by

Visit us online at
www.wyoffafoundation.com
Contact us at 307.351.0730 if
you’d like to learn how you
can help Wyoming FFA and our
2,053 members

Sponsor: Wyoming
Beef Council
Champion Meats Evaluation Team, Casper FFA
Zoey Taucher, Ali Ballard, Chantale Sternberg and
Colter Bentley with advisor Brock Burch

Sponsor: AndreenHunt Construction
Champion Ag Mechanics Team, Buffalo FFA
Advisor Jake Evans, Garrett Wright, Tony Johannson,
Nathaniel Spencer and Mike Lloyd

Champion Horse Judging Team, Casper FFA
Asher Markworth, Justice Hayes, Chandler Hiser
and Cheyenne Brabec
Sponsor: Bison Oilwell Cementing

Sponsor: Devon
Energy

Sponsor: Wyoming
Farm Bureau

Champion Sales & Service Team,
Cheyenne's Frontier FFA
Sam Schulz, Dylan Freeman, Advisor Tommy Cress,
Blaze Cress and Shelby Kindsvater.

Champion Parliamentary Procedure Team, Burns FFA
Ashley Spatz, Cassady Malm, Rylee Anderson, Shay
Lemaster, Breanne Fugate and Alex Langseth

Sponsor: Chris &
Jennifer Womack
2011 Creed Speaking
Brody Cress, Cheyenne Frontier FFA

Sponsor: Farmers'
Union Insurance

Sponsor: Pathfinder
Renewable Wind
Energy, LLC

Champion Ag Issues Team, Snowy Range FFA
Chad Carter, Taryn Russell, Nina Adams, Advisor
Danielle Kunkel, Hunter Trabing, Heather Honken,
Sadey Saputo, Laurel Austin and Vicki Haley

Champion Farm & Ranch Management Team, Casper FFA
Taylor Mason, Chantale Sternberg, Seth Coursen and
Frank Martinez with advisor Brock Burch

Sponsor: Northern
Ag Network
Prepared Public Speaking
Corson Kerbs, Saratoga FFA

Sponsor: Weaver
Ranches — Susan,
Mourine & Maxine
Weaver

Champion Range Management Team, Whitcomb
(Moorcroft) FFA
Trevor Gray, Advisor Justin Bailey, Cole Fitzgerald and
Kenny Sisson

Champion Livestock Judging Team, Snowy Range FFA
William Wood, Colby Hales, Nick Moline and Bill Dalles

Sponsor: Hageman &
Brighton, P.C.
Extemporaneous Public Speaking
Rachel Purdy, Pine Bluffs FFA

Sponsor: Morning
Fresh Farms
Champion Poultry Evaluation Team, Casper FFA
Brady Slocum, Kaylee Schneider, Tate Chamberlain and
Brooke Mason

Sponsors: Gluten
Free Harvest, Donn
& Julianne Randall,
TR Custom Wicking
Champion Marketing Plan, Shoshoni FFA
Megan Linn, J.T. Linn and Jessica Pingetzer
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Honor continued from Page 1
working on the application and selecting photos.
“We wanted to make sure
our application really
reflected all the good
things our chapter does.
We spent a lot of time
typing and sacrificed our
shop time, so it’s so great
it all paid off!”
The Little Snake
River FFA and advisor
Dale Willie were recognized for their activities
and events designed to
promote student, chapter
and community development. The chapter’s Big
Buck/Little Buck contest encourages members to participate in a
recreational activity that
builds their physical and
mental well-being. FFA
members can enter their
deer and elk rack or antelope horns throughout
hunting season for scoring. Members with the
biggest and smallest rack
for each species receive a
$50 and $25 Cabela’s gift
card, respectively. This
year, 25 members entered
their trophies for consideration.
“This chapter activity gets the members out
into the valley to enjoy
one of the valley’s best
recreational qualities,”
explained Willie. “Members who don’t compete
in career development
events, speech or show
livestock still have a
competition in FFA. This
contest has also brought
more interest in wildlife
and conservation.”
As a result of interest in the Big Buck/Little Buck competition,
FFA advisor and agriculture teacher Dale Willie has incorporated more
units on those topics in
his classroom instruction. Wille says this has
inspired some former
FFA members to go into
careers such as conserva-

tion and outfitting.
The Wyoming State
FFA officers visit each
chapter and review the
chapter application annually. Awards are chosen
by the state officers. The
highest ranking chapter
each year is designated as
Wyoming’s #1 chapter.
The state officers
were impressed by the
many community service
projects the Little Snake
River FFA chapter completes each year. When
the valley’s new community center had a brandnew basketball court
but no hoops, the chapter stepped in and raised
more than $7,000 for
new hoops for the entire
community to enjoy. The
chapter also helped rehab
a small cemetery, known
locally as the “poor
farm” where residents
and even original settlers
to the Valley were buried.
Members and local businesses worked together
to clear sagebrush and
rebuild fences marking
plots.
Willie says several
of the young women in
his chapter took a special
interest in one particular
grave.
“The girls found the
grave of a little girl that
died in 1884 when she
was just a little over a
year old. The six girls
really connected with that
long gone little girl and
made it their mission to
make sure her grave was
clean and tidy.”
Natalie Bunker says
her chapter got the idea
to clean up the cemetery
when they visited the
area looking for plants to
study for the Agronomy
competition. The students
went to work rounding up
equipment and community members to help.
“We’re hoping to
do a second effort later

this year,” she says. “We
want to fix more fences,
get a sign made for the
road and hopefully map
the graves with the help
of our local museum.
We want everyone in
our community to know
about the ‘poor farm’ and
the people who were buried there.”
Wille says this is
the first time his chapter has been named Wyoming’s Number One
Chapter. After his students watched the chapter award ceremony at the
convention last year, they
were determined to make
Little Snake River a gold
emblem chapter.
“They took it upon
themselves to work on
the application and let
the state officers know
how much work they put
into our chapter,” he says.
“They were excited to
be a gold chapter. Being
number one is just icing
on the cake for them.”
He plans to share the
chapter’s success with
the school and community with a banner for the
chapter. One of the highlights for the community
and chapter alike is the
annual open house and
pancake supper, held at
the end of the year. The
agriculture program and
shop opens its doors to
the community, inviting
them to come and view
the school’s facilities and
learn about what the students’ work during the
year. Then, Little Snake
FFA members cook and
serve a pancake supper
for the community. When
dinner is over, members
of the community purchase the students’ shop
projects at an auction.
“The pancake supper and auction is a
huge event for the chapter and community,” says
Stacy Broda, who com-

pleted her student teaching at Little Snake several years ago, and is now
a Wyoming FFA Foundation Board member.
“The students line up and
serve pancakes to about
300 people. The event is
packed with people and
some really top-notch
projects, including some
beautiful woodworking

and metalworking. I was
very impressed with the
turnout and support the
community shows the
chapter.” Last year alone,
the project auction raised
more than $14,000 for the
chapter.
Duncan, Wilson and
Seiloff were all quick to
recognize the value of the
support they receive from

their local community.
“Our community supports us in everything we
do, and in turn, we try to
do projects and activities that benefit our community. This award recognizes our chapter and
all the wonderful people who help us all year.
We’re proud to take it
home,” says Seiloff.

Buffalo’s Giles named State Star in Agriscience

By Teresa Milner
to juggle the information and materiCheyenne — Kaitlin Giles turned the als that have to be sent to the doctors.”
childhood tragedy of a friend into a
While the Wyoming FFA has reclifelong quest to understand the agri- ognized the state stars in production
cultural elements of mental illness agriculture, ag placement and agrimedications. This passion for med- business for years, only recently has
icine and a solid work ethic helped the organization also begun honoring
Giles earn the 2011 Wyoming FFA the top student in agriscience. StuState Star in Agriscience award.
dents can choose an applied agriGiles, a Buffalo FFA member, was science project, such as Giles, or purhonored with the award at the Wyo- sue a research project. The appliming State FFA Convention, held cants are evaluated on their underApril 4-6, 2011, in Cheystanding of their project and
enne.
their ability to set and meet
When Giles’ close
meaningful, yet challenging
friend died at the age of 10
goals related to their projfrom health complications,
ect. They must also demshe was inspired to learn
onstrate improved compehow to help people with
tency and increased respondisabilities better cope in
sibility. Each regional finallife.
ist receives $100 from the
“My main focus was
Wyoming FFA Foundato discover the kind of
tion. The state star receives
plants or additives that help
$500 from the National FFA
increase brain function
Foundation.
Kaitlin Giles
or aid doctors in treating
Buffalo FFA advisor Jake
patients with depressions,” explains Evans says Giles has used her SAE to
Giles. “I also wanted to learn about help further her interest in medicine
the harmful effects that older types and hone in on a focus for her future.
of mental medicines have that make
“Katy has an outstanding and
them less effective than the modern unique SAE,” he explained. “Along
alternative.”
with work at the TA Guest Ranch, she
Today, Giles works with the TA has volunteered at the TA Health EduHealth Education Foundation, a Buf- cation Foundation. Her volunteered
falo based organization, in aiding time has led her to focus on a future in
their pursuit of better mental health psychology and the impacts of healthy
services in the state. She assists with eating on the psyche of patients.”
marketing efforts and designs promoCurrently a senior at Buffalo High
tional materials that are distributed School, Giles plans to continue her
to the public. Giles also coordinates education at the University of Wyoevents, teleconferences and presenta- ming and obtain a graduate degree in
tions.
medicine or psychology and eventu“When I began working for the ally become a psychiatrist.
foundation I was only fifteen, which
“I would like to pursue my career
made my job very difficult because in Wyoming and help rural areas have
it was very advanced and intensive better mental health facilities and
work,” Giles says. “I had to learn a lot access to modern medicine and inforof diverse aspects of the job such as mation about mental illness,” she says.
the technical work with the computers
Giles is the daughter of Richard
and broadcasting system while trying and Kirsten Giles of Buffalo.
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Dinner
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Sponsored by the Wyoming FFA
Foundation with support from Farmers’
Union Insurance, Pacific Power,
Cheyenne Frontier Days, Cheyenne
Kiwanis, the Casper FFA Alumni and
Bill & Judy Ward
We fed a record number of students
at this year's event....OVER 800!

Support Wyoming FFA • Call 866-333-3838

Encana is proud to partner with FFA, 4-H and Ag in the Classroom to teach youth the
importance of agriculture. We are also partners with the Wyoming Stock Growers
Association and the Wyoming Stock Growers Agricultural Land Trust to preserve and
strengthen agriculture for the future.

www.encana.com
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Buffalo FFA member named State Star in Ag Placement

By Teresa Milner
Buffalo — While most kids
were riding their bikes or
playing sports on the weekend, Jac Klaahsen of the Buffalo FFA Chapter was riding in tractors and learning
the ins-and-outs of a custom
haying business. His strong
work ethic and mechanical know-how helped him
become the Wyoming FFA
Association’s 2011 State
Star in Agricultural Placement, announced at the
Wyoming State FFA Convention in Cheyenne.
Klaahsen started working for his grandparents’
ranch in sixth grade. Initially, Klaahsen was responsible for repairing, greasing and fueling equipment.
Over the years, he expanded
his knowledge of forage
production and his skill set
now includes plowing, harrowing, raking and baling.
Today, Klaahsen is one of
only two employees responsible for more than 1,550

acres of hay producing
2,500 tons annually.
“I’ve been working on
the ranch my whole life,”
explains Klaahsen in his
application. “Even when I
couldn’t run the equipment, I
would ride around with and
learn about our production
and what type of forage we
were putting up.”
While many FFA members choose to raise animals
for their hands-on program
of work, known as a supervised agriculture experience
program (SAE), Klaahsen
pursued a different path by
working for an agricultural
operation. Like a student
with a traditional production
SAE, Klaahsen had to demonstrate growth, increased
knowledge and efficiencies
over the course of his high
school career, and work a
minimum of 2,500 hours to
earn his State FFA Degree.
In addition to his custom haying work, Klaahsen helps maintain a 550
cow-calf operation and has
a small herd of his own as
his SAE. His outstanding
project earned him the 2010
Wyoming FFA Forage Proficiency award, which led
to a trip to Wisconsin in search of new
knowledge.
“This past year, I
attended the World
Dairy Expo, where
I worked with the
Wyoming Business
Council to promote
Working hard, grasping new skills in
the family’s custom haying business and market Wyoand learning all he could about hay pro- ming hay,” says
duction earned Jac Klaahsen of Buffalo Klaahsen. “I would
top recognition at this year’s Wyoming run the booth by
FFA Convention. BigStar Photography
myself at times, mar-

keting hay in the show room
and answering questions that
buyers would have. I would
also talk to them about trucking costs and why Wyoming
hay is such a quality feed.”
Klaahsen hopes to use
these experiences in the
future and keep working in
the custom haying business.
Eventually, he would like to
take the business over after
completing college and one
day own his own ranch.
“Jac’s has been a premier SAE,” says Jake Evans,
Buffalo FFA advisor. “He
shows market steers, breeding heifers and breeding
sheep at the local fair. Also
he works for his family ranch
every weekend and all summer. He has put in well over
2,500 hours since he was a
freshman and has developed
a sound knowledge of agriculture production.”
Each year at the state
FFA convention, up to 20
finalists—five in each category— vie for the Wyoming
FFA’s top awards: State Star
Farmer, State Star in Agribusiness, State Star in Agricultural Placement and State
Star in Agribusiness. These
students have excelled in
their supervised agricultural
experience, demonstrated
outstanding management
skills and met other leadership and scholastic requirements. Each finalist receives
$100 from the Wyoming
FFA Foundation. The state
star receives $500 from the
National FFA Foundation.
In addition to forage
production, Klaashen is the
Buffalo FFA chapter president and 4-H member. He

participates in varsity wrestling, football and track.
Klaahsen is the son of Craig
and Mary Klaahsen.
“Jac is a very responsible and ambitious young

man,” says Katherine A.
Hepp of AHT Cattle Company of Klaashen. “Growing and learning the things
he enjoys shows his ability
to handle the jobs he faces

doing today. It doesn’t matter if it is a welding shop
project, haying or feeding,
Jac has always been ready to
learn and take a hold to get it
done.”

Moore 2011 State Star in Agribusiness

By Teresa Milner
Worland — Business savvy and a sense
of style helped Jessica Moore of the Chief
Washakie FFA chapter earn the honor of
being named the 2011 State Star in Agribusiness by the Wyoming FFA Association at the Wyoming State FFA Convention in Cheyenne.
Moore turned her interest in western jewelry into her own small business.
Moore orders beads, conches and other
supplies online, using her talents to create
pieces of jewelry with sparkle and western
flair, or “bling,” as she calls it. Her business, “Something’ Saucy,” markets products locally at Worland High School and
area craft fairs. Moore even had her own
booth at the state convention, displaying
her wares for fellow FFA members.
“I’ve always been into jewelry,”
Moore says. “Last summer, I decided to
go ahead and start my own business. It’s
been a lot of fun, but I never really thought
it would win me this award!”
When students enroll in agriculture
education and FFA, they select a hands-on
program of work, known as a supervised
agriculture experience program (SAE).
These programs help solidify concepts
learned in the classroom or through FFA
experiences, and incorporate the student’s
individual interests and goals. SAEs can
include livestock production, placement
in an agriculture company, or in Moore’s
case, a thriving business.
“Jessica is an FFA member that I
could consider to be non-traditional. Her
first two years in FFA she leased a horse
and that was her SAE,” explains Moore’s
FFA advisor, Grace Anderson. “She has
since started her own business. She is very
talented and creative and this is a great

way for her to use her talents.”
Each year at the state FFA convention, up to 20 finalists—five in each category— vie for the Wyoming FFA’s top
awards: State Star Farmer, State Star
in Agribusiness, State Star in Agricultural Placement and State Star in Agribusiness. These students have excelled
in their supervised agricultural experience, demonstrated outstanding management skills and met other leadership and
scholastic requirements. Moore received
$100 from the Wyoming FFA Foundation
as a regional star finalist and $500 from
the National FFA Foundation for being
named the state star.
“Jessica showed initiative and business savvy. I also own a home-based business, and invited her to sell at one of my
parties,” says Jenny Darling-White, an
educator in the Worland community, in a
reference letter for Moore. “Jessica handled herself very professionally, displayed
her products well, and was ready with
answers to consumer questions.”
Following the announcement of
Moore’s win, it was hard to tell who was
more excited, Moore or her mother.
“When Jessica came to me and said she
wanted to be in FFA, all I told her was
‘You aren’t getting an animal!’” says Jeralyn Moore, Jessica’s mother. “I didn’t
realize all the different things she could
learn in FFA, like record-keeping or how
to start her own business. I’m so proud of
what she’s done!”
Jessica plans to attend Blanco Blanco
in Billings, Mont., to become a licensed
cosmetologist. Following graduation she
says she’ll keep growing her business,
eventually showcasing her jewelry in her
own salon.

The beef checkoff is
promoting, defending and safeguarding while I am at home on the ranch.
Agriculture • Agriculture Business • Agribusiness Technology
Agriculture Communications • Agriculture Production Technology

As a third generation cow/calf producer
and feeder with a fourth generation hoping
to take over, I cannot afford to underestimate the importance of marketing beef to
consumers. I also don’t have the dollars, the
time or the expertise to reach more than a
few local consumers on my own. That’s
why I count on the beef checkoff to reach
out to consumers on my behalf.

Spencer Ellis

Cow/calf producer, feeder
Lovell, Wyoming

I see the beef checkoff as our industry’s watchdog. Checkoff
dollars help educate consumers about beef nutrition, food safety
and how our industry humanely treats animals. The checkoff safeguards beef’s reputation on a daily basis. It’s particularly valuable
in monitoring issues and responding with timely, factual and science-based information. Consumers are exposed daily to information around beef safety and animal welfare. We need to make sure
they have all the facts. The checkoff promotes our products and
defends our industry in a way that individual producers can’t. I
can’t run my ranch and also speak to all the issues facing our industry; the beef checkoff does that for me.
By investing in the beef checkoff, producers including you and
I were responsible for a total of 4 billion positive beef industry media messages read or heard during 2009.
Now, that’s an efficient way to raise our industry voice.
Get to know your checkoff at www.wybeef.com or
www.mybeefcheckoff.com
Wyoming Beef Council
P.O. Box 1243, Cheyenne, WY 82003
307-777-7396
11094A2_FFATimes_Spring.indd 1
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Wyoming FFA Foundation makes record scholarship offering

by Stacy Broda
Cheyenne — Early April
in conjunction with the
2011 Wyoming FFA
Convention the Wyoming FFA Foundation
awarded its annual offering of scholarships to eligible FFA members. 2011
marked a record year for
the Foundation with 15
students receiving scholarships totaling more
than any year in recent
history. Once again this
year the Foundation partnered with several nonprofit entities and businesses to enhance the
year’s awards.
“We
received
a
good number of quality applicants with some
great essays showcasing what FFA members
have gained through the
FFA program and their
diverse involvement in
community and school
activities across the
state,” says Stacy Broda,
the Wyoming FFA Foundation’s
Scholarship
Committee Chair. “Our
committee is always
overly impressed with
what our young people
are participating in and
accomplishing. With the
top notch students we

2011

FFA
Scholarship
Recipents

Kristen Daniels

see apply for scholarships, it makes it easy to
reinvest in our youth’s
future education.”
The
Foundation’s
newest scholarship —
the Andrea Lohr Live by
Faith Scholarship — was
launched by the Foundation in partnership with
Ron and Julie Rabou of
Cheyenne. It’s given in
recognition of Andrea
Lohr and her ability to
maintain a positive attitude and inspire others
while battling cancer.
Hug your family everyday and make the most
of any situation, are just
two of the messages
Andrea lives by.
Applicants for the
Live by Faith scholarship were asked to share
a time when they showed
dedication,
perseverance and changed others’ lives for the positive. Ben Anson, captain
of his school’s wrestling
team and a member of
the Paintrock FFA Chapter, received this year’s
award.
The F.A.I.R. Posse
awarded $500 to Ashley Spatz from the Burns
FFA. A 13-year participant at State Fair, Ashley

shows market lambs and
swine. Her favorite part
of state fair is the friendships formed and helping younger members.
Clark’s Mule Days
Charity Pool provides
the Nickie Linnabur
Memorial Scholarship.
Nickie was a 16-yearold girl who worked for
Mule Days and died in
an automobile accident.
In her memory Molly
McCray from the Powell FFA was awarded
$1,400. Molly, president
of the Powell FFA, plans
to attend the University
of Wyoming and receive
a degree in Ag Education. The Wyoming Agriculture Business Association (WABA) also
awarded Molly a $500
scholarship. Molly plans
to major in agriculture
education and teach in
Wyoming. She has participated in Wy Leadership Camp and many of
her chapter’s community
service activities.
WABA
awarded
a $500 scholarship to
Andrew
Carpenter.
Andrew is attending the
University of Wyoming
and majoring in International AgriBusiness.

He grew up on a small
ranch and was heavily
involved in the Southeast FFA. He says FFA
has helped him be successful, meet deadlines,
recognize
opportunities and develop skills a
small business needs.
This year Encana Oil
and Gas donated $5,000
to the scholarship program for students enrolling in the UW Reclamation and Restoration
center or majoring in a
natural resource field.
Among the recipients are
Ben Anson, Kate Richardson, Trey Gladson,
Justin Linn and Rebecca
Burton.
Ben, who will attend
the University of Wyoming and is from Basin,
plans to be a game warden. He was a Star
Greenhand and says
whatever he does in life
the traditions and values
of FFA will always be
with him.
Kate attends Northwest Community College where she studies Range Management.
Kate says through FFA
range contests and conferences she found her
career interest and is

learning a lot about ecosystems and balance
from her current classes.
Trey, a member of
Gillette FFA, will major
in Natural Resource
Management or Farm
and Ranch Management
at a Wyoming community college this fall. He
has held offices within
the chapter and was a
Regional Star Farmer.
Justin plans to attend
the University of Wyoming to become a petroleum
engineer.
He
became interested in oil
and gas when their agriculture issues team studied alternative energies. He says agriculture has been a part of
his life since birth, and
FFA helped him prepare
for life and develop as an
individual. Justin is from
the Shoshoni FFA.
Rebecca, from Saratoga, plans to major in
Wildlife and Fisheries
Biology and Management at the University of
Wyoming. She says FFA
helped her become goal
oriented, hardworking
and to reach out to others
who don’t have the courage to be involved or
make their voices heard.

The Wyoming FFA
Foundation
received
$2500
in
donations
for the general scholarship fund. Utilizing
these funds, scholarships
were awarded to Bradon Marshall of Riverton, Laney Johnston of
Pinedale, Kristen Daniels from Thermopolis, Seth Coursen from
Casper and Ashley Kalco
of Rock River. Bradon will attend Casper
College this fall where
he’ll study ag business.
Laney will also attend
Casper College majoring in education. Kristen Daniels “will attend
Casper College where
she plans to study veterinary medicine.” Seth
plans to study engineering at Casper College.
Ashley will be majoring
in Farm and Ranch Management at Eastern Wyoming College in the fall.
She serves as her chapter
president and as the Wyoming Beef Ambassador.
If you’d like to invest
in educational opportunities for Wyoming’s
young people, please
contact Jennifer Womack
at 307-351-0730 or jen@
wyoffafoundation.com.

Ashley Kalco

Brandon Marshall

Evan Rader

Hailee Armstrong

Keller King

Laney Johnston

Molly McCray

Rachel Purdy

Seth Coursen

Trey Gladson

Thanks Texas Roadhouse!
Wyoming FFA’s 2,053
members and
51 chapters
appreciate
your support!

You’re a SHINING EXAMPLE of the opportunity we all possess to
make a difference in the world around us. We’re proud to count you
among our friends and supporters!
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Generating

for Wyoming

Our Smith Ranch-Highland operation in Converse
County is America’s largest uranium mine. We provide
the fuel that generates clean electricity in the U.S.
and around the world.

A proud sponsor of the Wyoming FFA.

cameco.com

Support Wyoming FFA • Call 866-333-3838
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Ag Educator, FFA Advisor Burch recognized

Casper – Teaching is the
only profession Brock
Burch ever considered. “I
can remember back to as
early as second grade telling people I was going to be
a teacher; and not just any
teacher, but an ‘ag’ teacher,”
recalls the 11-year teaching
veteran. “I chose this occupation because my dad was
a teacher,” he adds. “I had
the opportunity to see him
interact with his students
on a regular basis, inspiring
and leading them in directions that would profoundly
impact the rest of their lives.
I knew I wanted to positively impact children about
the world of agriculture, just
as my father had been doing
for so many years.”
“My career as an educator began unofficially when
I was about 12 years old. I
began to facilitate livestock
show camps for 4-H and
FFA,” Burch says. “My
amateur teaching career
also included coaching my
first livestock team at 18
and continuing to motivate youth about agriculture through clinics, camps
and conversation. I realized
as I got older that, yes, I was
influenced by my dad to
become a teacher, but there
was no denying that kids
and agriculture were my
true passions. There was not
a better career path for me.”
In April Burch achieved
a milestone in that path. He
was among only 10 teachers statewide to receive a
2011 Arch Coal Teacher
Achievement Award. Arch
Coal Chairman and Chief

Executive Officer Steven
F. Leer made the announcement during a presentation
ceremony at Carey Junior
High School in Cheyenne.
Leer was accompanied by
Wyoming Governor Matt
Mead and Wyoming Education Association (WEA)
President Kathryn Valido.
This is the 11th year the Arch
Coal Teacher Achievement
Awards have been made in
Wyoming.
“Brock Burch considers agriculture to be the
backbone of our country,”
says Leer. “He also believes
there is no better industry or
lifestyle and strives to motivate his students and get
them excited about agricultural careers.”
A Casper resident,
Burch teaches agriculture
courses at Natrona County
High School in Casper. “I
teach every phase of agriculture in my classroom,
from mechanics to economics and business relations to
animals,” he notes. “I make
students get their hands
dirty, and I make them clean
up. We raise chickens in
the shop, so students know
what it is to get in the muck
and clean a chicken cage
and to feed and care for animals.
“I believe in a realistic
approach to education,” he
adds. “Without hands-on,
real life experiences, students will never come to see
the true value of the agriculture industry. The experiences I create and facilitate for them now will fuel
their futures in agriculture

or any other career pathway.
My classroom is the place
where all students have an
opportunity to excel.”
Burch earned an associate degree at Casper College and a bachelor’s degree
at Oklahoma Panhandle
State University (OPSU),
Goodwell. He continues his
professional development
through the Wyoming Vocational Agriculture Teachers
Association (WVATA), for
which he serves as president. He chaired a regional
Public Policy Committee and served on a Strategic Planning Committee
for the National Association
of Agriculture Educators
(NAAE). Burch attended
a National AG-Ed Leaders
Summit and was among the
first 50 teachers to participate in the National Quality
Program Standards (NQPS)
project. He also represented
Wyoming at a National FFA
Handbook Revision meeting. Burch participates in
local development workshops at the high school and
district levels, recently serving on a district-wide committee to help design programs and facilities for a
new high school. He fur-

ther serves his community through FFA community-betterment initiatives, including a program
through which he and his
students donate blankets to a
children’s hospital and local
charities.
Each Teacher Achievement Award recipient
receives a distinctive trophy, a classroom plaque
and a $3,500 personal,
cash award. Nominations
of the teachers are made
by the public, and selection
is made by a blue-ribbon
panel of the teachers’ peers,
all former recipients of the
Arch Coal award.
Longstanding supporters of the program are the
Wyoming Department of
Education, the Wyoming
Education Association, the
Wyoming library community, Taco John’s and Loaf
‘N Jug stores.

PREZ continued from Page 2
brate Wyoming FFA, the Foundation’s work and the
positive impact our combined efforts are producing
for the state’s 2,053 FFA members!
During the final night of convention I was
blessed to go on stage and stand at the end of a line
of Foundation Board members congratulating FFA
scholarship recipients. I knew many of the members walking across the stage from other FFA activities and I can say with complete confidence — the
funds you provide make a positive different in FFA
members’ lives! On your behalf we awarded almost
$12,000 to 17 deserving applicants.
Whether you give to the Foundation and designate funds to the Voucher Fund, FFA Leadership
Camp, FFA Scholarships or the area of greatest need,
I want you to know that your Foundation board of
directors places great value on your funds. We make
conscientious choices when it comes to putting
these dollars to work in the best possible manner to
encourage premier leadership, personal growth and
career success among Wyoming FFA members. On
behalf of a grateful board and 2,053 Wyoming FFA
members, thanks for your support and willingness to
serve.
Blessings to you,
Court

Brock Burch

SHARING YOUR
GOALS AND
YOUR HISTORY.
CHEYENNE 1501 South Greeley Highway .................................... 307.637.3552
3518 Dell Range Boulevard ............................................................ 307.637.7244
CODY 1702 Sheridan Avenue......................................................... 307.527.7186
627 Yellowstone Avenue ................................................................. 307.527.7186
GILLETTE 1708 West U.S. Highway 14-16 .........................................307.682.0089
MITCHELL, NE 1151 Broadway .........................................................308.623.1611
MOORCROFT 602 East Converse ................................................. 307.756.3473
NEWCASTLE 204 West Main Street ............................................. 307.746.4466
THERMOPOLIS 125 South 5th ........................................................ 307.864.5555
TORRINGTON 2000 Main Street ................................................... 307.532.2181
WORLAND 644 Big Horn Avenue.................................................. 307.347.3215

wypinnbank.com
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Students Write About

WY MING FFA
Submit material for our next edition by April 15, 2011

Congratulations to Wyoming’s 2011 State FFA Degree
recipients. Your hard work paid off!

PO Box 71 • Cheyenne WY 82003 • 307.351.0730

2011 State FFA Degree Recipients

Bearlodge (Sundance)
Ashley Klocker • Jesse Larson • Reed Moore • Walker Noyce
Buffalo
Jacob Klaahsen • Kaitlin Giles
Buffalo Bill
Brittany Nelson • Jessie Ash
Burns
Ashley Spatz • Sawyer Burkett • Shay Lemaster
Shelby Page • Tim Peters
Casper
Asher Markworth • Ben Turner • Chantale Sternberg • Cody Kuykendall
Danee Mason • Emily Balfour • Frank Martinez • Melissa Haygood
Sarah Frisbee • Seth Coursen • Stormie Russell • Taylor Mason
Chief Washakie
Brandon Lapp • Erin Lockard • Jessica Moore • Karyn Rieger • Kelli Lockard
Chugwater
Lauren Sweeten • Tylar Anderson
Clear Creek
Alex Jelly • Hailee Armstrong
Devil’s Tower
Jessica Olson
Douglas
Austin Wright • Chad Briggs • Cooper Gray • Dustin Moore • Joe Lake
Tanner Nauta
Encampment
Abbey Davidson • Hayden Davidson • Mackenzie Rakness
Frontier
Amanda Heller • Brittany Cox • Caitlyn Alarid • Cora Craig • Dalton Nelson
Daniel Frall • Patrick Weaver • Sarah Mock • Shelby Kindsvater
Stephanie Martin
Gillette
Brandon Winterholler • Ezra Coleman • Hannah Gorman • Shaylee Thar
Taite Johnson • Taylor Rieniets • Trey Gladson
Glendo
Leo Perez Jr. • Richard Hockett
High Plains
Alicia Hurley • Alyssa Benning • Brianne Birt • Gabriele Kramer
Lauren May • Olivia Sanchez • Sarah Ferguson
Kaycee
Chelsea Jones • Kendi A. Fauber • Lathyn Hokanson • Sara Carlene Goni
Shawn D. Straub • Tiana Jade Foley
Lander
Desirae Lozier • Justin Daniels • Natalie Basolo
Little Snake River Valley
Cora Foster • Kelsey Kazmar • Skyler Lee
Lyman
Bryell Wakley • Keeley Rollins • Nate Eyre • William McDowell
Meeteetse
Brodie Bennett • Jeffrey Allen • Jessica Maurer • Kord Newkirk
Mountain View • Cassie Henry • KyLeigh Weber
Newcastle
Kaitlyn Livingston
Paintrock
Ben Anson • Jace Hook • Kirby Anderson • Maggie May
Michelle Hovey • Mike Miller
Pine Bluffs
Cole Haukap • Garrett Purdy • Ryan May
Pinedale
Andrea Noble • Ashley Steele • Blain Mathews • Ethan Wolaver
Heather Owens • Laney Johnston • Sydney Pape
Powell-Shoshone
Jessee Craig • Leslie Thronburg • Megan Moore • Molly McCray
Riverton
Brandon Marshall • Chelsey Porter • Garret VonKrosigk • Heather Finlayson
Shay Cooper • Taylor Groves
Rock Creek
Baylea Faris • Douglas Nottage • Tyler Barber
Rocky Mountain
Kelsey Spencer
Saratoga
Rebecca Marnaye Burton
Sheridan
Anna Rowland • Jaelyn Gibson • Leah Hall • Victoria Anderson
Shoshoni
Dustin W. Britain • Justin Linn
Snowy Range
Chance Wesley • Christensen • Dalton Alan Johnson • Hunter W. Trabing
Landon Timothy Hoffer • Logan S. Davis • Michael Niswender
Nicholas Brett Moline • Sara Marie Zappa • Tori Fletcher
Southeast
Kody McClun• Lynde Ruiz • Zane Mackey
Thermopolis
Duard Cable • Dustin Griffin • Kristin Daniels
SashAnn Longwell-Daniels • Shae Starkey • Tucker Whitt
Tongue River Valley
Amanda Nicholson
Torrington/Lingle
Codie Coon • Evan Rader • Heather Rose • Lacy Rowen • Logan Murphy
Luke Eddington
Wind River
Cody Scott • Hope Hoffman • Shay P. Horton • Tanner Gilliland
Tim Maul
Wright
Heidi Edwards • Holden Fauber • Jake Lindsey • Ryan Haefele
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Share you chapter’s story by
e-mailing us at
womack@wyoming.com

education for a lifetime

The Casper College Agriculture Department offers A.S. degrees in agriculture,
agri-business, animal science, and range management and A.A.S. degrees in agribusiness and animal science technology. Students can participate on the livestock
judging team, rodeo team or the numerous ag clubs on campus.

“Learning by doing” is an important teaching strategy that agriculture instructors
Heath Hornecker, Tom Parker, Marty Finch, Jeremy Burkett, and Todd Jones
employ with students. Much of that “learning by doing” is employed in
the ﬁeld working with global positioning systems (GPS), livestock
presentations, range ecologies labs, and
soil science activities.

Andrea Leininger
Range Management
La Junta. Colo.

For more information contact:

Heath Hornecker

hhornecker@caspercollege.edu
307-268-2525 • 800-442-2963, ext. 2525

www.caspercollege.edu

